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Please ame nd claim 27 as follows: 

27. (Twice Amended) A process for manufacturing phenolic compounds 
comprising feeding a wholly or partially neutralized aralkyl hydroperoxide cleavage mass 
containing salts of neutralization to a splitter, separating acetone and phenol from said 
cleavage mass in the splitter, removing all or a portion of the phenol from the splitter as a 
crude phenol bottoms stream, followed by feeding said all or a portion of said crude 
phenol bottoms stream to a phase separation vessel having a volume of 5000 gallons or 
less, and removing at least 80 wt.% of the salts of neutralization from said crude phenol 
bottoms stream. 
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